
 

 

Chat Excerpts – Systematic Reviews: Tips, Tricks, and Best 
Approaches 
Leah Boulis, MLIS, Evidence Synthesis Coordinator for the Maritime SPOR SUPPORT Unit 

• 2:20 p.m. – Just this week, PRISMA released an update: http://www.prisma-
statement.org/PRISMAStatement/ 

• 2:21 p.m. – Is it good practice to have a Prisma diagram in scoping reviews as well? 
• 2:28 p.m. – Why do you recommend waiting until you've contributed to writing before asking for 

contributor credit? 
o 2:28 p.m. – definitely good to talk about co-authorship from the start 
o 2:29 p.m. - It's also dictated by the institution's policies 
o 2:30 p.m. – yes we wouldn't develop and pull a search without authorship at my 

institution 
o 2:31 p.m. – Journals also may follow authorship guidelines like ICMJE, 

http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-
the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html 

• 2:31 p.m. – Do you have a minimum amount of time you say taht you need to create a search?  
• 2:40 p.m. - I also reference this BMJ article: https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/7/2/e012545, 

which averaged 67.3 weeks 
• 2:49 p.m. - Is there a "listserv" for this community in Atlantic Canada? 

o 2:49 p.m. - https://library.nshealth.ca/MHLA 
o 2:50 p.m. - Join MHLA by reaching out! mhla.absm@gmail.com 

• 2:51 p.m. – Curious about your thoughts/how you respond to queries about searching a 
discovery layer vs. subj-specific DBs 

• 2:51 p.m. – Are you open to sharing yout template? 
• 2:56 p.m. – Just a note that CAUL-CBUA licence Cochrane for every resident of the Atlantic 

provinces through IP geolocation; you will have access to Cochrane as long as your IP resolves to 
being in one of the 4 Atlantic provinces, or you authenticate though your 
university/college/health authority/hospital. 

• 2:59 p.m. – I refer people to JAMA Evidence - they have work sheets that are really good 
• 2:59 p.m. – Also Duke has some great worksheets 
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